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the risk that the pharmaceutical industry 
may lose the sense of responsibility that 
has characterized it in the past. New 
drugs are frequently promoted with little 
knowledge of long-term toxicity or ac­
tual utility. Methods of advertising may 
range from the merely distasteful to the 
actually dishonest. Medicine, government, 
and industry must share the responsibility 
for maintaining ethical standards in such 
matters. 
Westberg, G. E. (Rev.): The hospital 
chaplain's contribution to physician­
clergy co-operation, The Pharos of 
Alpha Omega Alpha, 22:217-221, 240, 
October, 1959. 
The writer, who is Associate Professor 
of Religion at the University of Chicago 
School of Medicine, discusses the evolu­
tion of the present-day trend of including 
hospital experience in the training of 
theology students. He believes that the 
advantage of such experience both to the 
student and to the hospital is great. 
Means, J. H.: Profession or business? 
New Eng. f. Med., 261:791-797, Octo­
ber 15, 1959. 
In this George W. Gay Lecture de­
livered at Harvard Medical School on 
May 13, 1959, Dr. Means reviews exist­
ing codes of medical ethics, and follows 
with pertinent discussions of medical edu­
cation, research, pharmaceutical adver­
tising, patents, and public relations. Re­
garding the recurrent problem of whether 
to tell the entire truth to a patient with 
an incurable disease, the lecturer is op­
posed to intentional deceit but also rejects 
the practice of complete and abrupt dis­
closure of such information. Regarding 
terminal management he states, "Eu­
thanasia ... is a hotly debated matter. 
Whether it may or may not be practiced 
is for society, not for the medical pro­
fession, to decide. It is within the doctor's 
prerogative, however, to determine what 
treatment he will· or will not use, and 
if under the type of circumstances I 
have indicated, he elects not to use the 
life-prolongin(l methods, can any honest 
and reasonable person say he has done 
wrong?" 
[ It is unfortunate that the distinction 
between euthanasia and the avoidance of 
extraordinary means of preserving life 
was not made by the lecturer. 
Cf. Directives nn. 21 and 22, Ethical 
and Religious Directives for Catholic 
Hospitals, above: 
34 
(21) Euthanasia ("mercy killing") in all 
its forms is forbidden.
( 22) The failure to supply the ordinary 
means of preserving life is equivalent to 
euthanasia.] 
Additional references of interest: 
Amen, Sister M. Ann (S.S.J.): Informal 
groups and institutional adjustment in 
a Catholic home for the aging, f. Ger­
ontol., 14:338-343, July, 1959. 
Mandy, T. E. and Mandy, A. J.: The 
psychosomatic aspects of infertility, In­
ternal. f. Fertil., 3:287-295, July-Sep· 
tember, 1958. 
Hilsd ale, P. (S.J.): Birth control or 
rhythm?, America, 102:236-238, No­
vember 21, 1959. 
[A reasoned but popularly written 
analysis of the position of the Church in 
permitting periodic continence while pro­
hibiting artificial contraception.) 
Raveson, H.: Your legal risks when rec-
ommending an abortion, Med. Eco­
nomics, 36:201-208, September 14, 
1959. 
Holman, E. J.: Medicolegal aspects of 
sterilization, artificial insemination, and 
abortion, New Physician, 8:34-36, 87, 
July, 1959. 
King, L. S.: Development of medical 
ethics, New Eng. f. Med., 258:480-486, 
March 6, 1958. 
Moore, Thomas Verner: Heroic Sanctity 
and lns.anity. (Book) 343 pp. New 
York: Grune & Stratton, 1959. $5.00 
[The most recent publication of the 
scholarly Carthusian who was formerly 
head of the Department of Psychology 
and Psychiatry at the Catholic University 
of America.) 
CONTR IBUTORS: 
R.J.C. {Robert J. Carey, M.D.), a fre­
quent contributor to this section, is Chief 
Resident in Medicine, Massachusetts Me-· 
morial Hospitals, Boston, Mass. L.I.R 
( Luis I. Ramallo, S.J. ) is a theological 
student at Weston College, Weston. 
Mass. C.L. (C. Lanctot, M.D.) is on the 
staff of Notre Dame Hospital, Montreal 
P.Q., Canada. Appreciation is expressed 
to Dr.' Don G. Cortum, Torrance, Calif.. 
for pertinent material.
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Catholic Physician of the Year 
THE National Federation of Catholic 
Physicians' Guilds has named Dr. 
John J. Masterson, of Brooklyn, New 
York, Catholic Physician of the Year. 
The Award was made at the winter meet­
ing of the national organization holding 
sessions in Dallas, Texas - December 5. 
Dr. Masterson is a native of Brooklyn, 
born in 1881. He is the dean and elder 
statesman of Medicine in Brooklyn. Since 
1926 he has been a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Medical Society of the 
County of Kings and chairman of the 
board since 1934, as well as a past presi­
dent of the Society. During 1949 and 
1950 he served as president of the New 
York State Medical Society. Dr. Mas­
terson is a Fellow of the American Col­
lege of Radiology, a Diplomate of the 
American Board of Radiology, and a 
past-president of the New Yark and 
Brooklyn Roentgen Ray Societies. For 
nearly 25 years he served New York in 
the House of Delegates of the American 
Medical Association. 
Missions and seminaries have been the 
object of his personal charity and Cath­
olic Action on the part of physicians a 
principal concern. He has held the office 
of president of his local Physicians' Guild 
and the national organization. His term 
of office in the latter was during World 
War II when activities were limited and 
he was a leading influence in its reorgan­
ization under the auspices of The Cath­
olic Hospital Association of the United 
States and Canada. 
It is not without significance that Dr. 
Masterson has been called to many re­
sponsible posts as presiding officer and 
trustee. They mark him both as a leader 
of men and worthy of public and profes­
sional trust. It may be truly said that he 
has not had one, but many vocations. To 
the calls of his Faith, his family, his pro­
fession and his country he has always 
been most responsive. Thus, his distin­
guished career has prompted the National 
Federation of Catholic Physicians' Guilds 
to choose Dr. Masterson for its 1959 
Catholic Physician of the Year Award. 
His Excellency, Bishop Thomas K. Gorman, Dallas, Texas and Rt. Rev. Msgr. Donald A. 
McGowan, Moderator of the National Federation of Catholic Physicians' Guild, present 
the Catholic Physician of the Y_ear Award to Dr. John J. Masterson of Brooklyn, New York. 
FEBRUARY, 1960 35 
